                      


                 Chair's Statement 2019 - 2020


[bookmark: _GoBack]Once again I have the honour of acknowledging the hard work, dedication and commitment of all those involved in this Charity which has worked tirelessly to improve the lives of the veterans to whom we are all so indebted. .  Everyone connected with the Charity works hard to ensure that we can achieve our objectives of helping servicemen and women, who have been injured in the line of duty by assisting these injured personnel, both medically and psychologically, and by providing opportunities for them to improve their lives. To this we have continued our popular go-kart racing, by holding another successful Race Day, at the ever popular Buckmore Park in Kent.  Here the service personnel can race, on an equal footing, with celebrities and members of the public who are kind enough to come support our ever-growing events, events which are providing much needed publicity and revenue for our cause. 
 
We are  continuing to  provide our beneficiaries with the best possible private medical treatment with our medical patron, Dr Aamer Khan of Harley Street Skin Clinic, and his team of specialist doctors who provide their expertise to our Charity free of charge so that the monies that we raise are used to best effect to provide the theatre and other hospital costs necessary to provide the outstanding quality care that we believe that these servicemen and women deserve.  We are also grateful to Mary Griffin for all her hard work helping our veterans who are suffering with PTSD.
 
We are particularly grateful to our founder patron, Andrea Mclean for all the support she has shown to us again this year and are delighted to welcome other such famous and supportive patrons as Gillian Taylforth, Vicki Michelle and Craig Fairbrass, who have all kindly agreed to help to support our Charity.  Along with our amazing band of Ambassadors, all our Patrons and Trustees have attended as many charity functions that they can in order to support the Charity.  We are, of course, enormously grateful to Dr Aamer Khan (and his team of surgeons) who give their time and expertise freely to help those injured in the line of duty.  We would like to thank Lesley Reynolds Khan, who with her husband, Dr Khan, founded the Charity, for her tireless efforts in encouraging such loyal support from her huge team of celebrities and clients from her clinic, allowing us to use her clinic and her staff to treat the injured personnel and to hold our Trustee Meetings and providing us with countless other facilities to keep the Charity running.  We have had some personnel changes in our team and, while we were sorry to bid goodbye to Hayley Robert, as both Deputy Chair and Trustee, and Sallie Berriff, who helped with our accounts, we are delighted to welcome new blood to our fold.  Melanie Faldo has joined the board as a Trustee and Paula Hall, who has provided help as Secretary, has now also become a Board Trustee.  We would like to thank Dee Carpenter for all the hard work she continues to do, mostly behind the scenes, arranging events like the Race Day and organising and managing the collaborations the Charity has with other charities and congratulate her in her new position as Deputy Chair.  Michael Rust has once again provided so much support for events like the Ball and the Race Day and following his kind acceptance of the role of Treasurer, he has taken on a great deal  more work for the Charity.  Paula Hall continues to provide the daily support for all our Veterans for whom she is always the first port of call and we are so greatful to her for this.
         
We can see that our Charity is going from strength to strength.  The popularity of the Race Day is only increasing and the numbers are growing year on year.  

We also have a number of new servicemen we are investigating to see how we can help them. Our main focus in the future is to find other ex-service personnel that we can help and that is why we are working with other service charities so that they can help us to find those in need and they can also use their networks to publicise the opportunities that our Charity can offer and the widespread coverage of our incredible Ball will help to achieve this.

All the information I have provided above was written before the COVID pandemic wrought its destructive powers on the world.  As with everything and everyone else it has completely altered the way the Charity works and has put all our great plans for fundraising on hold.  We had plans for our Race Day and following the huge success of our Ball at the Hilton Hotel in Park Lane with headline acts like Peter Andre and Beverley Knight, we had planned an even bigger Ball to be held at The Landmark Hotel in November 2020, along with other exciting events like Golf Days but, along with the rest of the world, our plans have had to be altered.

We have postponed all our events to be held in 2021 and Dee Carpenter has ensure a smooth transfer of these events without any financial repercussions to the Charity.  But, perhaps, even more importantly, Dr Khan, Lesley Reynolds Khan and Paula Hall have ensured that none of the veterans with whom we are already working, have been ignored during this strange and difficult time and keep regular contact, and where possible, regular treatments continuing for our veterans.  This is the single most important thing we can continue to do at this time.  We are very aware that we do not want to offer our help and then, when it is most needed, withdraw it so it is vital to thank them for their continued efforts on behalf of our veterans.
 
We have all continued to work hard to raise awareness and money for this great cause and are so proud that we are raising more and more money on behalf of our Charity and we are very grateful to all our Patrons and Ambassadors for everything that they do to help.  We realise that this year will be very different until this pandemic is controlled but I thank the Board of Trustees for everything they do for the Charity and all the time and effort they spend on its behalf and the help they provide to improving the lives of our veterans.  Nothing we can do will match what they have done for us but we hope that it will go some way to letting our brave veterans know how much we appreciate all they have done. 
 
Kathleen Costello
Chair of Back on Track
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